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e-Read Ohio creates powerful online modules and 
comprehensive courses for teachers. Using e-Read’s 21st 
century technology tools, teachers develop skills that are 
sustained, ongoing and focused on student achievement. 
e-Read Ohio courses combine face-to-face sessions with 
online and technology-based learning to maximize results 
while minimizing rigidity in timing and location. e-Read 
Ohio gives your teachers the capacity for personalized 
learning in the 21st century workplace. 

face-to-face sessions 
blended with interactive, 
online modules

Imagine...

Investigate the course offerings.
Explore the modules.
Then catch the wave...

Investigate the course offerings.
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Assess-Plan-Teach in Action 

Applicable to grades K-6  12 contact hours  1 credit
Module included:  Assess-Plan-Teach 

The Assess-Plan-Teach (APT) model represents a dynamic 
process of instructional decision-making. It consists of 
interconnecting phases that begin and end with assessment 
information. The APT process, in short, is data-driven. Learning 
activities in this module highlight the essential components of 
the different phases of the APT model. You will observe and 
analyze these critical components in video samples of classroom 
instruction. Activities also explore the important principles that 
activate the APT model in teaching practice. You will have an 
opportunity to explore these in “live” instruction as well.

Building Comprehension in Grades 4-6 

Applicable to grades 4-6  16 contact hours   1 credit
Modules included: Fluency, Vocabulary, and Comprehension  

This course focuses on building reading comprehension with 
students in grades 4-6. Attention is focused on what teachers 
need to do specifi cally to develop students’ ability to understand 
text. It explores the importance of fl uency as a bridge between 
phonics and comprehension and the relationship between 
fl uency and reading comprehension. The course investigates the 
research base and teaching techniques and includes activities 
and video teaching examples. 

Differentiating Instruction 
for Diverse Student Needs 

Applicable to grades K-5    12 contact hours  1 credit
Module included:  Differentiating Instruction 

Book included for each participant: An Educator’s Guide 
to Differentiating Instruction by James Cooper and 
Carol Ann Tomlinson 
This course is designed to provide a working knowledge of 
differentiating instruction, as understood through the Universal 
Design for Learning principles, and explores practical ways for 
teachers to begin the process of differentiating instruction for 
academically diverse students.

COURSES FOR ELEMENTARY 
& MIDDLE GRADE TEACHERS
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Early Language Learning
Applicable to grades PreK-3  15 contact hours  1 credit
Modules included: Oral Language, Phonemic Awareness, and Phonics

This course focuses on three research-based practices: oral 
language, phonemic awareness, and phonics. Oral language 
is the foundation for academic, social, and life skills valued in 
school and in life. This module begins with exploring the oral 
language skills children need and how to help children acquire 
them. In the phonemic awareness module you will learn that 
words are composed of sounds and understand the importance 
of phonemic awareness in learning to read. Phonics knowledge 
helps students use what they know about letter-sound 
relationships and patterns to decode unknown words. In all 
three modules, you’ll hear from experts and engage in activities 
that will help you develop your abilities to provide enriching 
environments for reading. 

The Five Essential Components 
of Reading Instruction
Applicable to grades K-6  24 contact hours   2 credits
Modules included: Phonemic Awareness, Phonics, Fluency, 
Vocabulary, and Comprehension

With teaching all children to read accurately, rapidly, and with 
comprehension as the goal, scientifi cally-based reading research 
has identifi ed explicit and systematic instruction in fi ve key areas 
as essential to effective early reading instruction. This course 
focuses on these fi ve areas to ensure that students become 
profi cient readers – Phonemic Awareness: the understanding 
that words are composed of sounds; Phonics: to help students 
use what they know about letter-sound relationships and patterns 
to decode unknown words; Vocabulary: what teachers need 
to do so students develop a rich store of vocabulary for reading 
comprehension; Fluency: the important bridge between phonics 
and comprehension; and Comprehension: what teachers need to 
do so students develop the ability to read text with understanding. 
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Scaffolding for Individual Instruction 
Applicable to grades K-5  24 contact hours  2 credits
Modules included:  Differentiating Instruction and Scaffolding  

Neuroscience tells us that the human brain processes 
information differently from individual to individual; thus 
everyone learns differently. Universal Design for Learning 
(UDL), the conceptual framework for this course, is one 
method of differentiating instruction that is presented in the 
D.I. Module. The Scaffolding module focuses on building your 
knowledge and skills in creating the support systems that 
help students learn and how to use the scaffolding process 
effectively in classrooms. 

Supporting English Learners 
in the Classroom 

Applicable to grades K-8  12 contact hours   1 credit
Module included:  English Learner 

English Learners (ELs) are students in the process of acquiring 
English as a second (or additional) language. Demographic 
trends show that the number of ELs in K-12 classrooms is 
increasing and will continue to grow. Designed for classroom 
teachers, this course focuses on how to identify different 
English profi ciency levels and then support ELs academically 
as they acquire English. Instructional modifi cations teachers 
can make as they support language development through 
content instruction are modeled. 
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Adolescent Literacy in a Changing World
Applicable to grades 4-12  15 contact hours  1 credit
Module included: Adolescent Literacy in a Changing World

Strong readers and writers are the backbone of a vigorous 
culture, a strong economy, and world leadership in an 
Information Age. In order to thrive in this Information Age, our 
youth must be equipped not simply with core subject matter, 
but also with the ability to create, analyze, and transform 
information into new knowledge. In this course you will 
learn about tried and true fundamental principles of reading 
instruction as well as the new literacy demands on our youth, 
their generational characteristics, and the role of new literacies 
in the classroom. Explore fundamental instructional techniques 
you can use to help students better learn the content you teach, 
while integrating rather than competing with technology. 

Developing Adolescents’ Content 
Vocabulary and Word Power
Applicable to grades 4-12  15 contact hours  1 credit
Module included: Developing Adolescents’ Content Vocabulary 
and Word Power

Every content teacher knows that helping students acquire a 
large, specialized vocabulary is a daunting task. There are so 
many words, and so little time to teach them. Vocabulary carries 
the essential concepts, principles, facts, and procedures of one’s 
specialized fi eld. To communicate in that fi eld is to know and 
use the vocabulary. In this course, you will tackle the persistent 
problem of vocabulary volume and address major topics 
like the WHY, WHAT, HOW, and WHEN of content vocabulary 
development and instructional techniques that get results. 

Supporting the Adolescent Reader 
as a Strategist 
Applicable to grades 4-12  15 contact hours  1 credit
Module included: Supporting the Adolescent Reader as a Strategist

To be prepared is to be strategic. It means knowing what 
you know, and knowing what you don’t know about a specifi c 

COURSES FOR  
ADOLESCENT TEACHERS
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content topic. In this course, you will explore the domain of 
strategic knowledge. What it is, how to develop it in your 
adolescent readers, and what strategies are essential to be 
prepared. You will discover (or re-discover) the power of 
stating a purpose in content area teaching. You will learn how 
to equip your students with the mental tools they need to be 
skilled strategists in the world of books, texts, hypertexts, and 
interactive texts. 

Fostering Students’ Comprehension of Texts
Applicable to grades 4-12  15 contact hours  1 credit
Module included: Struggling Readers and Comprehension

To read is to open the mind’s eye to the wider world. It allows 
us to know, do, think, plan, create, and imagine further than 
we ever thought. It can change your life. Yet for too many 
boys and girls, reading is not an effective mental tool. It is not 
a soaring experience. It makes them feel bad. But teachers 
can make a difference by helping struggling readers get back 
on track and master the fundamental skills of reading and 
ultimately use reading to open their own minds to a changing 
world. In this professional learning module, you will develop 
an understanding of reading problems that emerge in the early 
years and persist into middle childhood and adolescence. You 
will learn about instructional approaches and techniques that 
classroom teachers can use to help struggling readers rebound 
and progress. You will join with others to help prevent reading 
failure in children and youth.

Marzano High Yield Strategies
Applicable to grades K-12 48 contact hours         1-3 credits
Modules included: Four part curriculum 

Part 1 includes Overviews I and II, Setting Objectives 
& Providing Feedback and Reinforcing Effort & Providing 
Recognition. Part 2 includes Cues, Questions, & Advanced 
Organizers; Cooperative Learning; Non-Linguistic 
Representation and Summarizing & Note Taking. 
Part 3 includes Generalization & Testing Hypothesis; 
Homework & Practice and Identifying Similarities and 
Differences. Part 4 includes a comprehensive course 
wrap-up. 
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COURSES FOR SCHOOL 
LEADERS AND COACHES

Literacy Coaching in the Schools
Applicable to grades K-8  15 contact hours   1 credit
Module included: Literacy Coaching in the Classroom

From mentoring to peer collaboration to expert consultation, 
coaching shows promise for helping teachers learn in ways that 
are authentic and lasting. Certainly not new to the profession, 
coaching is nonetheless rich with new possibilities for improving 
the teaching of reading in our schools. In this course you will 
explore coaching foundations, including the current research 
and approaches to literacy coaching, and the roles and activities 
of literacy coaches that describe the literacy coach as an 
instructional leader, teacher of teachers, in-classroom coach, 
and resource person. Finally, you will learn about the supportive 
coaching environment and the features that enhance and limit 
the effectiveness of the coaching activity. 

School Leadership: Leadership for Learning
Applicable to grades K-8  15 contact hours   1 credit
Module included: Leadership for Learning

This course is designed for public school educators. Today’s 
principals and teacher-leaders are faced with many challenges. 
Each district has charged its administrators and teacher-
leaders to develop strategies and programs to improve student 
achievement. This course identifi es some of those challenges and 
links the challenges with research, which is woven into a series 
of investigations and activities. As participants move through 
the course, suggested activities will allow participants to practice 
strategies and make decisions and plans for their building. 
Participants will examine the characteristics of school building 
culture and its impact on student learning. They will review 
data-gathering and analysis strategies. Finally, participants 
will apply the research in planning and implementing a school 
improvement plan in their building. This course does not provide 
all the answers. But it does provide some thought-provoking 
ideas from the research and opportunities for principals and 
teacher-leaders to gather ideas and develop problem-solving 
strategies to address specifi c challenges.
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Contact Lori Vargo to pre-register
for 2009-2010 now at LVargo@uakron.edu

Catch the Wave at
www.eReadOhio.org

Parenting for Literacy
Applicable to grades PreK-3          No credit
Modules included:  Games Parents Play 
and A Look in the Classroom

Courses for Parents

School Leadership:  
Professional Learning Teams
Applicable to grades K-8  15 contact hours   1 credit
Module included: Professional Learning Teams

Marzano, Walters, & McNulty (2005) defi ne a purposeful 
team as one with the collective effi cacy and capability to 
develop and use assets to accomplish goals that matter to all 
Professional Learning Team (PLT) members through an agreed-
upon process. Within the PLT process, teachers are provided a 
structure that supports effective data-driven decision-making 
that will promote a high level of achievement for all students. 
The process provides each team member with an equal voice 
that centers on improving education for our children. Your role 
will be to lead your teacher-teams through this process and 
work to help them fi nd their voice as an effective collaborative 
group that focuses on what is best for children. 
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Headquartered at The University of Akron, e-Read 
Ohio has been funded by grants from Reading First 
and the Ohio Department of Education. e-Read Ohio 
designs, develops, and builds online professional 
development courses and resources for literacy 
educators and parents.

A product of the Reading First-Ohio Center for 
Professional Development and Technical Assistance 
in Effective Reading Instruction, Consortium of 
Cleveland State University, John Carroll University, 
and The University of Akron. All materials are 
copyrighted and should not be reproduced or used 
without the express written permission of Reading 
First-Ohio Center for Professional Development and 
Technical Assistance in Effective Reading Instruction.

This publication was produced under
Ohio Department of Education
Contract No. CSP# 0403034

Project Leaders:
Lisa Lenhart, LeAnn Krosnick, 
Lori Vargo, and Jeremy Brueck

The University of Akron

www.eReadOhio.org




